COVID-19 RESPONSE AND RECOVERY
CREATING & CULTIVATING AN UNBREAKABLE NETWORK OF SUPPORT

ADAPTING

COLLABORATING
Convening and connecting became our
pandemic superpowers as soon as the world
went remote in March 2020.
We asked partners across the community
how we could best help them navigate COVID,
and their answer was to bring everyone
together. Weekly Zoom meetings
consistently attracted 30-40 participants from
agencies, local government and funders. Each week the group assesses current needs and
challenges, works through potential solutions and tries to anticipate changes in the local and
national landscape.
This weekly call has broken down many of the traditional service “silos” and helped create new
partnerships, including the Shawnee County Care hotline, Operation Food Secure, and the
Mobile Access Partnership. Participants repeatedly affirm that they want this open and regular
communication and collaboration to continue even after the crisis response to the pandemic
has ended. Your undesignated donations help UWGT provide this needed support.

FUNDRAISING
In April 2020, you raised $28,000 to provide COVID-19
microgrants in Shawnee, Jefferson and Jackson counties.
Among other things, your contributions purchased personal
protective equipment, provided food, and paid for critical
access to virtual meeting platforms and other technology that
helped keep services available to our neighbors in need. That total included corporate
contributions and a $5,000 matching gift from UWGT’s Women United affinity group.
One of those microgrants helped the College Hill neighborhood provide a permanent wireless
internet hub at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Originally a response to local children
needing to do online schoolwork, the internet access now serves anyone who needs it. The
College Hill residents combined the $1,500 United Way grant with a $2,000 award from the
Kansas Leadership Center to get the project started and plan to continue offering free access
post-pandemic.
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Like many businesses, United Way sent
staff home to work in March 2020, with
only a few coming into the office for
essential functions. We also kept in close
contact with UWGT grantees to approve
budget and program changes as the
pandemic unfolded.

Meetings and investment panels moved
online, and continue to be offered with
virtual options.
The 2020 Christmas Bureau removed the
usual adoption component. Participants
received VISA gift cards purchased with
community donations and holiday meal
supplies courtesy of CARES Act funding.
Nancy Perry Day of Caring added virtual
and remote volunteer opportunities and
swapped breakfast for a small,
livestreamed kickoff at the state capitol.

Topeka Volunteers, a new annual
volunteer fair was cancelled in April 2020
but reemerged as a virtual event in 2021. It
is slated to debut in-person in 2022.
Our new Campaign Celebration moved
online for 2020 and 2021, with plans to
return in person for 2022.

